

Current Master’s Projects
Implementation of the CarFit Educational Program

This is the implementation of a community program for mature drivers that was developed by the American Occupational Therapy Association, the American Association of Retired People, and the American Automobile Association. The purpose is to allow adults over 50 the opportunity to assess how well they “fit” with their vehicle and to provide them with resources and strategies to enhance their vehicle safety and community mobility. 
Activity Performance and Influence on Quality of Life 
The purpose of this project is to investigate the relationship between performing enjoyable daily activities and their influence on individuals’ (older adults) quality of life. Researchers are interested in adults in rural SD.  
Work Performance of Caregivers in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 

 The purpose of this study is to determine if there is a difference in the performance of NICU staff who work rotating shifts, night shifts or day shifts and whether exposure to periodic high intensity light improves the performance of those who work rotating shifts.  
The Effect of Instruction on a Framework for Integrating Theoretical Conceptual Practice Models on Students' Ability to Use Theory to Address Clients' Occupational Performance Issues 
 This research project tests the effect of instruction on a framework developed by Moses Ikiugu, OTR/L, PhD, for combining conceptual models in an effort to improve theory application in clinical practice. The framework provides a model to combine multiple theories for addressing the complex occupational performance issues of a person with psychosocial dysfunction.  
Promoting Participation of Youth with Visual Impairment through Support and Recreation Groups 
This is an ongoing project with an agency in St. Louis, MO that works with youth (ages 3-21) who have visual impairment. Quantitative (individual goal attainment, social skills, etc.)and qualitative (parent, adolescent, and staff interview)  data  is collected by agency staff and Barb Brockevelt Ph.D., OTR/L. Students researchers assist in tabulating and analyzing data as well as in developing strategies for intervention. 
Test-retest and Inter-rater Reliability of a Battery of Occupational Performance Measures Grounded on the Philosophy of Pragmatism and the Complexity/Dynamical Systems Theory 
The purpose of this study is to find the test-retest and inter-rater reliability of a battery of assessment instruments after administering the instruments to occupations therapy students.
Run for Fun! Childhood Physical Activity Engagement Program
 This community program engages children in grades 2 through 5 who are enrolled in the Vermillion Public School Beyond School Adventures in the activity of running for the promotion of physical, emotional, and psychological health and well-being that may be continued throughout the lifespan.
